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are psychologically as well as theologically evaluated, they become 
mere shibboleths. The book thus ignores precisely those historical 
and psychological demands which are surely among the "needs of 
man," and which a scholar must frankly face if he is to commend him- 
self to men of today. 



Gerald Birney Smith. 



The University of Chicago. 



The Reasonableness of Faith, and Other Addresses. By 
Rev. W. S. Rainsford, D. D. New York : Doubleday, Page 
& Co., 1902. Pp. iv + 309. Si. 25, net. 

The volume contains eighteen addresses in all, two of them being 
baccalaureates, and the others sermons delivered by the author to his 
own congregation in New York. In the first discourse (which gives 
its title to the volume) the author defines faith as " not adhesion to any 
credal statement, but vital obedience to, and trust in, a living man 
.... who revealed the nature of man and the nature of God." His 
claim for the reasonableness of faith is that it is "the common posses- 
sion of all men," needing only to be put into exercise, "a vast unused 
capacity inside all men." He calls it " a religious instinct," but adds 
that it " must be acquired by us as all other valuable qualities are, as the 
result of a system of competition." In brief it is " just belief in God — 
that he is good, not bad ; loving, not indifferent ; all-powerful, not 
powerless." His claim seems to be that such faith in God is as 
natural as seeing for one who is born with eyes. This constitutes its 
reasonableness. It is therefore of the utmost importance, and so obli- 
gatory. 

This address was delivered to the students of Columbia University, 
among whom he doubtless supposed were some who needed to be per- 
suaded that Christian faith is reasonable. Does the possession of a 
"religious instinct" supersede the need of proof? If this instinct is 
all we need for faith in Jesus, why is it not sufficient for faith in 
Buddha or Mohammed? Jesus gave reasonable proof that the testi- 
mony he bore respecting "the nature of man and the nature of God " 
was true. The same proof is available now, but Dr. Rainsford does 
not seem to have availed himself of it. The truths established by these 
proofs would form some kind of a " credal statement." 

In some of the " other addresses " (dating from March, 1891, to 
December, 1898) certain views appear which have become associated 
Tvith Dr. Rainsford's name in the popular mind. He is opposed to 
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closing saloons by law, even on Sunday, on the ground that a law 
unpopular with even a minority of respectable size cannot be enforced, 
and a law that cannot be enforced should not be enacted. For exam- 
ple, the law against larceny can be enforced because not one in a 
thousand desires to steal, but a law against betting cannot be enforced 
though not one in ten desires to bet. Query: If there were no pen- 
alty for stealing, would not many more than one in a thousand (not 
to say hundred) desire to steal ? 

Dr. Rainsford has the courage of his convictions. In a discourse 
delivered December, 1898, he applies Christ's teaching in the parable 
of the Good Samaritan to the question of the duty of our nation to 
deliver Cuba from the oppression of Spain. 

In a discourse on " Creation and the Fall " he seems to argue that 
because moral excellence can be achieved only by struggle, it can be 
achieved only by failure, and so that sinning is a necessary step in 
moral progress. If resistance of temptation is necessary to moral 
progress, what shall be said of yielding to temptation ? 

These discourses abound in forcible utterances of practical truths. 
Their faults of style may be due to the fact that they are spoken 
addresses put into type with little or no revision. Dr. Rainsford's 
bodily presence and oral delivery doubtless made them very impres- 
sive. In cold type they seem to lack orderly consecutiveness and 

logical coherence. 

N. S. Burton. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Gewissensfragen : Religiose Briefe. Von R. Wimmer. 
Tubingen und Leipzig: J. C. B. Mohr, 1902. Pp. 108. 

Wimmer is well known in Germany for his popularization of the 
ethical, religious, and apologetic views of the Ritschlians, by means of 
such booklets of his as 1m Kampf um die Weltanschauung, Der Weg 
zum Frieden, Inner es Leben, etc. This new book is described by him 
as " aus der Gegenwart fiir die Gegenwart." The title Gewissensfragen 
is to be understood in the light of its antithesis, Wissensehaftsfragen. 
The author seeks to bring clearness and peace to honest hearts 
weighted with the serious religious problems due to the rise of modern 
science and culture, and to the changed philosophic world-view conse- 
quent thereupon. One who can endure the strife incident to the specifi- 
cally different interests in secular affairs often thinks that unity should 
prevail as regards the supreme questions of humanity ; and yet it is 



